In 2002, concerned over the lack of penetration of ICTs among the rural poor, Change Initiatives started research on innovative applications of ICTs to fight poverty. A survey among woman NGOs and self-help groups (SHGs) in rural regions of North-24 Parganas brought out the potential of an online information network as a poverty eradication device. The quest to develop an information system in Bengali to benefit poor women began, and it gathered pace from August 2002, when Change Initiatives started collaborating with UNESCO on Nabanna. The Nabanna project team comprises a project director, a lead researcher, a local coordinator, an ICT center manager, an ICT center trainee manager, four local researchers, a UNESCO coordinator, and volunteers. Barring the UNESCO coordinator and some of the volunteers, all members of the team are female. Change Initiatives is a Kolkata-based NGO that specializes in finding strategic uses of information and communication technology (ICT) to fight poverty among women. The organization combines expertise in information technology, gender and development communication.
