The Tonga.Online project is an offspring of a cultural exchange program between Austrian and Zimbabwean artists and NGOs which has been running for more than ten years. In 2001, this cooperation was invited to take part and present the Tonga culture in an exhibition “Tracing the Rainbow” about life and cultures in Southern Africa at the Landesmuseum in Linz, Austria. Consequently a project room with five PC workstations was established there and the website http://www.mulonga.net was designed to present not only some results from the cultural exchange but also to provide platform for information and communications between North and South. Since then the project has managed to arouse interest and raise support to facilitate access to computers and the Internet for the Tonga community. The first Information Technology Centre with 15 PC workstations was established at Binga High School in October 2001 and has become a powerhouse for computer training, e-learning and access to information. The focus of the current phase of the project is to establish “satellite” IT centers in two rural communities 60 and 70 km away from Binga respectively. The schools involved are Siachilaba Primary School, and Sianzyundu Secondary School. Special Training and Outreach Programs have been developed to introduce new users who have never been exposed to computers. Particular target groups such as women and girls are receiving extra attention in order to ensure that access to training is enjoyed by all sectors of these rural communities and that nobody is excluded. The project is carried out by a network of collaborating stakeholders on the ground with the relevant School Development Committees. The core project team consists of a dozen members collaborating via e-mail and Internet amongst each other - on the ground in Binga area, in the capital city Harare, in Linz and Vienna at the Austrian end, and in the Tonga diaspora as far as the USA. The local partners are WorldLinks and the Austrian NGO Horizon 3000. Support in terms of training, capacity building, fundraising, publicity and cultural exchange is provided by the NGO’s Kunzwana Trust in Zimbabwe, and Austria Zimbabwe Friendship Association in Linz/Austria. Penny Yon joined AZFA and Kunzwana Trust as a publicist for the Nyaminyami Festival in 1997. Since 2002 she has been based in Binga as a consultant for the Tonga.Online project. Peter Kuthan lived in Zimbabwe from 1989 – 1992, has initiated and managed cultural exchange projects between Austria and Zimbabwe, Chairman of Austria Zimbabwe Friendship Association since 1993.
