P R E S S  R E L E A S E

Vienna, December 17, 2003

Digital Communities: Exemplary Projects

The following projects representing different regions of the world illustrate possibilities that are consistent with the focus of the Digital Communities category of utilizing technology to nurture the development of an open Information Society.
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Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
www.wikipedia.org

Wikipedia is a free public encyclopedia to which material can be uploaded only by its readers. This platform is an example of a successful open system by means of which content is administered communally. The essence of Wikipedia is working together towards a shared goal. All visitors to the website can themselves add to or modify any entry that is not protected. Wikipedia is subject to the guidelines of the GNU Free Documentation License. It also features totally flat group structures.
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iCan! – Change the world around you 
www.bbc.co.uk/dna/ican/

“iCan” ultimately means “can do” and thus "I can get active.” This platform is designed to help work out problems that arise in a user’s immediate environment (neighborhood communities), but can facilitate solving political problems (e-democracy) too. Thus, members of iCan are able to found a group or organize a demonstration. iCan promotes networking in private life, though the platform itself is an upshot of the public sphere.

[image: image3.png]Wabissa



The Kabissa Communitiy – African Civil Society Directory 
www.kabissa.org

The Kabissa Community can be classified as a digital community because it contributes to the exchange of information and resources, and its members can share experiences. The platform’s aim is to improve people’s lives with the help of communications technologies. Kabissa is a positive contribution to diminishing the Digital Divide and a step in the direction of alleviating the shortage of basic information that is especially severe in structurally deprived areas—thus, an effort to improve the quality of life of African people.
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WOUGNET – Women of Uganda’s Network
www.wougnet.org
WOUGNET is an NGO founded in May 2000 to utilize information and communication technologies (ICTs) to afford women the possibility of sharing information and addresses. This platform also works with these technologies in tandem with traditional means of information exchange including radio, video, TV and print media. The objective is to improve the living conditions of women by increasing their capacities and opportunities to undertake exchange, cooperate, and share information.
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APC - The Association for Progressive Communications
www.apc.org

APC is an international network of NGOs whose mission is to support, through the strategic use of ICTs, consortiums and individuals working on behalf of peace, human rights, development and environmental protection. The first members of APC were, in many cases, the first Internet service providers in their respective countries. The network promotes the practical and relevant use of ICTs for the benefit of civil society, particularly in developing countries. APC defines itself as an international mediator in civil society’s dealings with ICTs in politics and in everyday life.
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Tonga Online
www.mulonga.net 
Tonga Online is a project that provides access to media, ICTs and art especially for the people of Tonga, a part of southern Africa between Zimbabwe and Zambia. The goal of this project is to set up a platform for Tonga and to provide this ethnic minority with access to information and the tools that go along with it. The results of these efforts are discussed within a working group composed of participating individuals and members of the public.
