Stephen Ferguson, born in Glasgow in 1955: studied piano at the age of 6 and composition at the age of 16, studied at Aberdeen University (composition, electronic music and music sciences) under Dodd and Barret Ayres and at the Musica Nova 79 with Ferney Haugh and Tona Scherchen. He did his Piano Diploma in London in 1978.
1978—79 He engaged in research work and went to East Africa for a year; 1980, Vienna, research work about and encounter with Ligeti; "Katabiosis" was chosen for ISCM World Music Days 1982. Numerous concerts and broadcasts in Europe and Africa. In September 1983 LP "Music Against Cruise Missiles" (blackplastic records 07124).
"Stephen Ferguson is to my knowledge one of the few contemporary composers who deals exclusively with the technique of 'multi-tracking'. This multi-track technology had been developed for quality amelioration in the production of pop-music (by recording each voice singularly), but Ferguson uses these tape recorders to create instrumental opuses, for 4, 8, 16 or 24 voices respectively. The effect is of a great density and complexity. Every track is rhythmically regular in itself, but this regularity is almost imperceptible through the multi-tracking. Other characteristics of Ferguson's opuses are 'live multi-tracking' (with instrumentalists using quartz metronomes and ear-plugs, so that the different paces of each track are realizable) and 'magnified piano sounds' (multi-tracks using amplified fragments of piano sounds)."
David Wilson in "Soundboard" 4/1982

ACTIVITIES 1984:
Paris: Movie performance of "The Spiders" by Fritz Lang (1919), 140 minutes, with a new soundtrack by Ferguson
Cologne: TV, May 1984
Stuttgart: Dance Festival
Nuremberg: Dance Workshop
Vienna: Konzerthaus, April; Vienna Festival, May 1984
In addition: record productions, participation at the Edinburgh Festival in August, at the Salzburg Szene der Jugend, performance of animated cartoons in New York, at the Viennale, etc.
