Roland Kayn, born in Reutlingen in 1933, studied in Stuttgart at the Staatliche Hochschule für Musik and at the Technische Hochschule with Max Bense (scientific theory), also at the Musikhochschule in West Berlin with Boris Blacher and Josef Rufer. From 1959 he worked in the electronic studios of Warsaw, Cologne, Munich, Milan, Brussels and Utrecht. In collaboration with Aldo Clementi and Franco Evangelisti, he formed, as an organist, the Gruppo Internazionale d'Improvisazione Nuova Consonanza in 1964, one of the first European ensembles to devote itself to collective improvisation involving live electronics. He was the New Music editor at the Norddeutscher Rundfunk in Hamburg from 1964-69. He has been living in the Netherlands since 1970, working in the cultural department of Amsterdam Goethe Institute.
