Thomas Pernes, born 1956 in Vienna, studied at the Music College in Vienna: piano under Bruno Seidlhofer and Alexander Jenner, compositions under Alfred Uhl, Friedrich Cerha and Roman Haubenstock-Ramati. 1976 Honour Award of the Federal Ministry of Science and Research 1977 and 1981 State Scholarship for composition by the same ministry 1978 Work Scholarship by the City of Vienna.
Thomas Pernes is considered a rocket among Austria's young composers. Within the first years of his free-lance activities as a composer (since 1977) we find as the most important milestones of his career the première of his string quartet No. 1 (performed in the Mozart Hall of the Vienna Konzerthaus by the Franz-Schubert-Quartett), presented at the Diligentia Hall, Den Haag, in the following year and now released on a record in the ''Pro viva" series.
Furthermore the first performance of this "Porträt II", dedicated to Roman Haubenstock-Ramati, in the course of the exhibition about Christo's "Running Fence" at the Vienna Secession, where Pernes was lately accepted as a corresponding member.
1980: Performance of the "Concerto" at the World Music Festival of the IGNM, Jerusalem, by the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra under Juan Pablo Izquierdo.
The press wrote about it:
"…this music has very much quiet tension, touches, sounds 'unheard of'."
"…the only real success."
"…the performance of the 'Concerto' became the dominating artistic event of the World Music Festival."

MUSICAL AMERICA:
"…the piece was startling in its contained might and archaic grandeur."
The "Concerto" was since then broadcasted by more than fifty radio stations, was performed in April 1982 by Ernest Bour in the course of a concert of the European Broadcasting Union, was produced at the SFB-Berlin and presented as the Austrian contribution of the ORF at the Composers' Tribune in Prague.
In 1980, further, there was the first performance of "Con alcune licenze" at the Donaueschinger Musiktage.
1981: "Gleichsam eine Symphonie", Musikprotokoll ("Almost a symphony", musical minutes).
1982: Première of "Double Concerto for Harp and Double Bass"
Première of "For…At…With…"
1983: "For…At…With…" in the Daiichiseimei Hall, Tokyo at the "Exhibition of Contemporary Music, Japan, 1983".
"Songs for nine instruments" in Stuttgart, Vienna, Brasilia, New York and at the IRCAM in Paris.
Première of the "Violin Concerto", a musical minute of the "steirischer herbst" ("styrian autumn") by Thomas Christian and the Katowice Philharmony under Karol Stryja.
About the Violin Concerto:
Neue Zürcher Zeitung: "…a young fiery spirit, devoting himself unlimitedly to the parameter 'emotion'…"
Die Welt: "…with his violin concerto Thomas Pernes delivered a highly musical proof of thoughts, feelings and energies, marching together, serving each other…"
1984: Première of the second version of "Gleichsam eine Symphonie" ("almost a symphony") at the Great Hall of the Vienna Music Association by the ORF Symphony Orchestra under Hiroyuki Iwaki.
In the same year Ferries was given a commission for the ballet "Alpenglühn" by the Vienna State Opera, which had its first performance on June 17th, and will be taken into the repertoire of the State Opera for the next season.
As the last focus of this year:
A concert with a completely new program at the Kennedy Center, Washington DC., in the course of "Arts Dialogue".
For 1985: Invitation and commission for the IRCAM Institute in Paris.
Première "Raschèr Saxophone-Quartet", Constitution Hall, Washington DC.
Sonata for Violoncello solo commissioned by Siegfried Palm
