Jaron Lanier, born in 1960. Jaron Lanier is a computer scientist, businessman and composer. In 1984 he founded VPL Research Inc., a highly regarded Silicon Valley R&D company, and still serves there as Chief Executive Officer. VPL is the developer of the first commercially available Virtual Reality system, as well as the Power Glove (licensed to Mattel and sold in Japan by PAX), Swivel 3D, the most popular Macintosh 3D tool (licensed to Paracomp, Inc.), and other well known products.

Mr. Lanier, whose work has been featured many times in books, articles and on national television, including the front pages of The New York Times, The Wall Street journal and the cover of Scientific American twice, is best known in the scientific community as a designer of computer programming languages. He has also been a political activist, a designer of video games and a composer of television sound tracks. He lives in Palo Alto, California with hundreds of musical instruments.
