Iannis Xenakis: Composer, architect, and civil engineer; graduated from the Polytechnic School of Athens; music composition studies with Hermann Scherchen, Olivier Messiaen. Doctor of Letters and Humanities, Université de Paris I (Sorbonne), 1976. Greek resistance fighter, World War II; condemned to death; political refugee in France since 1947; French citizenship, 1965. Architectural collaborator for 12 years of LE CORBUSIER, Paris. Innovator of stochastic and symbolic music through introduction of probability calculus and set theory into instrumental, electro-acoustic, and computerized musical composition, inventor of several compositional techniques constituting the lingua franca of the avant-garde. Realized several Polytopes: sonic and light compositions. Founder and director of the Centre d'Etudes de Mathématique et Automatique Musicales (CEMAMu: since 1966, Paris) and Center of Mathematical and Automated Music (1967-72), Indiana University; associate professor of music, Indiana University (1967-72); member of the Centre National de Recherche Scientifique, France (1970-72); professor at the Université de Paris I. Honorary Member of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, 1975. Prix Beethoven, 1977. Member of the French Institute, 1983. Member of several other academies.
