John L. Casti born in Portland, Oregon, 1943. Following completion of a doctorate in Mathematics from the University of Southern California in 1970. He left the USA in 1974 to take up a post as one of the first research staff members of the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) in Vienna, Austria. With the exception of a small break in the late 1970's and early 1980's to serve on the faculties of New York University and Princeton, he worked at IIASA on problems of system modeling and applied systems analysis until the autumn of 1986. At that time Casti left to join the faculty of the Technical University of Vienna as a Professor in the Institute for Econometrics, Operations Research, and System Theory. As an applied system modeler he has professionally engaged in a collection of activities running the gamut from atmospheric radiative transfer to the shift of racial mixes in urban housing distribution and upon the role of biological metaphors for economic and other social phenomena. Costi has devoted a substantial part of his time to the preparation of three books on science for the student and / or general reader Alternate Realities: Mathematical Models of Nature and Man (Wiley, 1989), Paradigms Lost: Images of Man in the Mirror of Science (Morrow, 1989) and Searching for Certainty, dealing with the degree to which the science of today is in a position to predict and / or explain everyday phenomena.
