Michael Conrad is Professor of Computer Science and a member of the Neuroscience Program at Wayne State University. He received an AB in Biology from Harvard College in 1963 and a PhD in Biophysics from Stanford University in 1969. He was a postdoctoral fellow at the Center for Theoretical Studies at the University of Miami, a postdoctoral scholar in the Department of Mathematics at the University of California at Berkeley, and from 1972 to 1975 a member of the Institut für Informationsverarbeitung in the Physics Department at the University of Tübingen. He moved to his present position in 1979, after holding associate professorships in the Biology Department at the City College of New York and in the Department of Computer and Communication Sciences at the University of Michigan. Michael Conrad's more than 180 scientific publications include papers on molecular computer design, quantum mechanical models of enzyme and membrane dynamics, molecular mechanisms of information processing in neurons and brain models, His book "Adaptability: the Significance of Variability from Molecule to Ecosystem" provides an information and systems theory formalism for classifying and analyzing the vast variety of mechanisms that enable biological systems to continue reliable function in the face of an uncertain environment. Michael Conrad has been a Visiting Scholar at Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge University (1979 and 1982), a U.S. National Academy of Science Exchange Scientist to the Soviet Union, a U.S. National Science Foundation Exchange Scientist at the Molecular Biophysics Unit of the Indian Institute of Science, a Japanese Ministry of Education Special Visiting Professor at the Nagaoka University of Technology (in 1987), and is a permanent Visiting Professor at Southeast University in Nanjing.
