John L. Casti born in 1943 in Portland, Oregon. John Casti received his Ph.D. in mathematics at the University of Southern California in 1970. In 1974 he left the USA for Vienna, Austria, where he became one of the first members of the research staff at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA). With short breaks in the late seventies and early eighties, during which time he served on the faculties of NYU and Princeton, he stayed with IIASA, investigating problems of systems modeling and applied systems analysis, until late 1986, when he took up his current post as a Professor of Operations Research and Systems Theory at the Technical University of Vienna. He is also a resident member of the Santa Fe Institute in Santa Fe, New Mexico, where he is working on the application of biological metaphors to the mathematical modeling of economic and road-traffic questions. His numerous publications include technical monographs and textbooks as well as popular books on science: "Alternate Realities: Mathematical Models of Nature and Man", Wiley 1989; "Paradigms Lost: Images of Man in the Mirror of Science", Morrow 1989, and "Searching for Certainty: What Scientists Can Know About the Future", Morrow 1991, a volume dealing with problems of scientific prediction and explanation of everyday events. His next book, "Uncommon Sense", is a study of complex systems and the manner in which they give rise to surprising behavior. It will be published by Harper Collins, New York, in January 1994.
