Tom Johnson, born in 1939 in Colorado, Tom Johnson studied music at Yale University and composition privately with Morton Feldman. In his compositions he proceeds in a more logical way than other American minimalists, often using formulas, permutations, and predictable sequences. Tom Johnson is perhaps best known for his operas, particularly "The Four Note Opera" (1972), which has been produced over 60 times, in 10 different languages, and "Riemannoper" (1988). Non-operatic works include his solo performance "Nine Bells", the often-played "Failing: A very Difficult Piece for Solo String Bass", and theatrical pieces such as "Self-Portrait" and the "Scene for Piano and Tape", as well as a number of works composed/written specifically for radio. In 1991 he completed his two largest works ever, the "Bonhoeffer Oratorio", with texts of the theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and "Una Opera Italiana". A large collection of the articles he wrote as a music critic for the "Village Voice" was published in 1989 by Apollonius in Eindhoven, Holland, under the title "The Voice of New Music".
