Friedrich Gulda was born in 1930. A child prodigy, he went on to explore all the avenues of a virtuoso career, before developing into an audacious musical non-conformist. Wherever he appears on the scene, music-making loses its conventional aura. Gulda announces his programmes; he protests – mainly in his own compositions – against the boundaries arrogantly drawn between "Iight" and "serious" music; he gives jazz its due place in his programmes; he is the driving force behind the efforts to break up the rigid ritual of concert routine; he carries on a tough struggle for the rediscovery and recognition of improvisation in music; he would like to see music become more alive and more colorful, with less grim determination.
