Michael Nyman (UK) musician and composer. In the early ‘60s he had abandoned composition preferring to work as a musicologist; he became the first to apply the word “minimalism” to music. Back to composition he founded the Michael Nyman Band, the laboratory in which Nyman has formulated his compositional style around strong melodies, flexible yet assertive rhythms, and precisely articulated ensemble playing. His music has reached its largest audience by way of his film scores, most famously for Peter Greenaway. Among his last operas count The Commissar Vanishes, based on David King’s book about Stalinist manipulation of photographic documents and the opera Facing Goy (2000), which is a taut thriller taking genetics as its subject matter. Michael’s latest venture is the launch of his own record label.MN Records. The label opened in Spring 2005 with ‘The Piano Sings’ the composer’s debut solo piano album.
