Mark Stetson (US), born 1952, studied industrial design at the University of Bridgeport in Connecticut, and trained for a year as an industrial model-maker at General Electric Co. in Bridgeport. Mark joined Digital Domain in July 1995 to supervise the visual effects for Luc Besson's The Fifth Element. By that time, he had worked on over 100 films. He had created miniature scenes of New York City for six projects, including The Hudsucker Proxy. He had created spaceships for humans and seven other alien species in eight films. He had worked as a special effects designer, visual effects art director, ride film production designer, even as a poperty master and prop designer. For his efforts on The Fifth Element, Stetson received the British Academy Award (BAFTA) for Best Visual Effects.

