Shuzo John Shiota (J) was working as an independent business consultant when he met Toshifumi Kawahara, founder of Polygon Pictures. At Toshi’s behest, Shuzo took initiative in starting up Dream Pictures Studio (DPS), a joint venture between Namco, Sony Computer Entertainment, and Polygon Pictures. After the closure of DPS, Shuzo joined Polygon Pictures in 1999, and spearheaded the company’s transition from a boutique studio to a full-capacity animation services studio. Shuzo’s credits as a producer include award winning short subjects such as Crocotires: traction AAA, Polygon Family Episode 2 and the TV series Mr.Digital Tokoro, which was nominated for an Annie Award in 2001. Shuzo was appointed president and CEO of Polygon in June 2003. He is also a jury member for SIGGRAPH 2004.

