Mike Cooper (IT) has for the past 40 years been an international musical explorer, performing and recording, solo and in a number of inspired groupings and a variety of genres. Initially a folk-blues guitarist and singer-songwriter his work has diversified to include improvised and electronic music, live music for silent films, radio art and sound installations. He is also a music journalist, writing features for magazines, particularly on Pacific music and musicians, a visual artist, film and video maker, collector of Hawaiian shirts and appears on more than 60 records to date. Ambient Electronic Exotica is the genre and subtitle of recent solo performances, often accompanied with film or video, and three CD releases, Kiribati, Globe Notes and Rayon Hula. Ambient recordings made in the Pacific, South East Asia, Australia and New Zealand, treated electronically, combined with acoustic and electronic instruments and re-located to produce “virtual soundscapes”. In 2000 he started HIPSHOT to produce limited edition CDRs from his studio in Rome where he currently lives.

