The Institute for Applied Autonomy was founded in 1998 as an anonymous collective of engineers, designers, artists and activists who are united by the cause of individual and collective selfdetermination. Towards this end, the IAA has produced several projects under its flag-ship initiative, “Contestational Robotics”. The results have included an ultra-cute robot designed for targeted distribution of subversive literature and GraffitiWriter, a small tele-operated robot designed for high-speed graffiti deployment from a remote location. During the tumultuous summer and autumn of 2004, the IAA released TXTmob, a cellphone text message broadcast service. The service was widely used by demonstrators during the DNC and RNC protests and well as the election protests in the Ukraine and Washington D.C.

