Formed in Turku in the early ‘90s, Pan Sonic began as the duo of Mika Vainio and Ilpo Väisänen. Pan Sonic released its self-titled debut single through Finnish label Sahko in 1994 before being joined by third member Sami Salo and landing a contract with Blast First! the following year. The group’s first BF! release, Vakio, was a full-length CD/triple-10" boxed set featuring the same brand of furtive, passively aggressive techno, though with a fuller, more thought-out sound. Soon after Vakio’s release in 1995, Salo left the group (apparently to join the army), and Pan Sonic’s subsequent releases—the Osasto EP and the group’s 1997 sophomore longplayer, Kulma—reflected his absence in their comparatively harder, less subtle tone. By 1998, an inevitable confrontation with the Japanese manufacturing giant Panasonic resulted in a name-change of sorts, to Pan Sonic. The missing letter re-surfaced the following year, as the title of the duo’s third album. Vainio and Väisänen also recorded the Endless LP (as VVV) with the addition of Suicide vocalist Alan Vega. In 2001, Pan Sonic returned with Aaltopiiri, and toured the world in a very unique manner. (Sean Cooper)
