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Shuzo John Shiota graduated from Sophia University, majoring in International Law. Shuzo joined Polygon Pictures (Polygon) in 1999, and spear headed the company's transition from a boutique studio to a full-capacity animation service studio. Shuzo was appointed president and CEO in June 2003. Polygon now houses over 150 staff members, and is renowned worldwide for its animation prowess as well as for its efficient production pipeline. Polygon has created CG animation for films such as Innocence: Ghost in the Shell and Sky Crawlers, and is currently animating 65 episodes of an Emmy nominated TV series. Polygon also boasts its ability in creating original characters and contents, and has developed projects for Nickelodeon and Cartoon Network. Shuzo's producer credits include award winning short subjects 'Croccotires: traction AAA', 'Polygon Family 2', the TV series 'Mr.Digital Tokoro', which was nominated for the Annies in 2001, and “Boneheads” a 7 minute short for Nickelodeon.  He has juried on various animation competitions, including Prix Ars Electronica (2003-2006), SIGGRAPH CAF (2004 & 2005), TBS Digicon, as well as numerous domestic student competitions.  In 2008, Shuzo was chosen as one of the “25 Toon Titans of Asia” by Animation Magazine. He has given talks around the world, among them the US, Denmark, Germany, France, Korea, Singapore, China, Thailand, and Taiwan.
