P R E S S  R E L E A S E

Vienna, December 17, 2003

Prix Ars Electronica 2004: The Categories

Digital Communities

The Digital Communities category is open to political, social and cultural projects and initiatives that are striving to provide mankind with broad-based access to technology and networks. Here, particular consideration will be given to sustainability, the sensible, user-friendly implementation of technology, and solutions that display great promise for the future. Two Golden Nicas, four Awards of Distinction and Honorary Mentions accompanied by cash prizes totaling 40,000 Euros will be awarded by a jury made up of such leading international experts as Joichi Ito, Shanthi Kalathil, Howard Rheingold and Oliviero Toscani.

Net Vision
NET VISION honors projects that are outstanding in the pioneering, innovative way they deal with the online medium. This category singles out for recognition artistic works that display brilliance above all in the originality of their content and their creative use of leading-edge applications. One Golden Nica, two Awards of Distinction as well as Honorary Mentions will be handed out in this category.

Interactive Art
This category is open to interactive works in any form: installations, performances and works incorporating audience participation, Virtual Reality, multimedia, telecommunications, etc. Here, particular consideration is given to the form of interaction, interface design, new applications, technical innovations, originality and the significance of the computer for the interaction. One Golden Nica, two Awards of Distinction as well as Honorary Mentions will be handed out in this category.
Computer Animation / Visual Effects 
This category is for works of computer animation such as 3-D character animation, abstract CG animation, real-time CG “demo scene” works, game sequences, scientific visualizations, ad spots, music videos, etc. It also encompasses visual effects and especially the use of CG for the creative manipulation and/or enhancement of live-action elements. One Golden Nica, two Awards of Distinction as well as Honorary Mentions will be handed out in this category.
Digital Musics
This Prix Ars Electronica category is open to:

· Electronica (drum'n’bass, dub, techno, downtempo, ambient, breakbeat, global, hiphop, jazz, noise, mondo/exotica, digital DJ culture etc.)

· Sound and media (sound sculptures, intermedia/sound-controlled visuals, performances, tonal space projects, installations, radio works, Net music, etc.)

· Computer compositions (electro-acoustic, acousmatic and experimental).

One Golden Nica, two Awards of Distinction as well as Honorary Mentions will be handed out in this category.

u19 freestyle computing and [the next idea]
The u19 competition’s target group includes computer freaks and novices age 19 and under who are invited to submit imaginative animated works, Internet projects, sounds, graphics, software and even robots and win merchandise prizes.

[the next idea] is new in 2004—young artists age 19-27 are invited to submit concepts for not-yet-produced projects for consideration by a jury made up of top international experts. The winner will receive a grant of 7,500 Euros and get the opportunity to bring his/her project to fruition as Artist in Residence at the Ars Electronica Futurelab.

